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An ACCOUNT of the SYNOD of DORT:; 


Extradled from Gerard Brandt’s Hzftory of the Reformation 
zn the- Low-Countries, 


[Continued from page 60.] 


ANUARY 90, 1619. A fhorter method of proceeding 
J was propofed; but it was reje&ted by a majority of 
votes. 

January 31. Preparations were made to enter upon the 
difcuffion of the fecond article. | 

February 1. Balcanqual and Cruciger {poke upon it. Af- 
terwards, the moderator ordered Stezmzus, profefior at Caffel, 
to {peak on the fourth article, the third being agreed upon. 


_ The Englt/h divines were furprized, that the fynod fhould 
_ proceed fo faft; for all the deputies had not yet propofed 


their opinions about the firft article. They could-not ap- 


~ prehend what was the reafon of fo much hafte ; whereupon 


Mr. Hales compared the fynod to a clock, the chief {prings 
of which lie hid. 
February 4. \t was propofed to write fome treatifes for 


) the ufe of the Dutch churches, viz. a Formulary of dofitrine, 
© in which the five articles fhould be explained, and another 
ie work divided into two parts. ‘The firft was to be a confu- 
tation of the errors contrary to the orthodox faith : and the 
_ fecond was an hifterical account of what had been tranfaGted 
©) in the fynod, In 
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In the next place it was propofed to anfwer the objeGlions 
of the Remonftrants againit their confeffion of faith, Laitly, 
the moderator propofed to fend a fhort account of the pro. 
ceedings of the fynod to the king of Great-Britain, and other 
princes and flates, who lad fent deputies to the fynod. 

Februaty 5. The fecor'd article of the Remonftranis was 
examined. The ailembly difcourfed about the merits of 
Chrift’s death. -Mariinius of Bremen, and Dr. Ward and 
Davenant, maintained, that Chrift cred for all men. The 
bifhop of Laxdaf, Dr. Goad, another L£nglijh divine, and 
Balcanqual, a Scotchman, maintained on the contrary, that 
he died only for the ee. This difference of opynicas gave 
the fynod a great deal of trouble: they were afraid it would 
occafion fome diforder. But it was contrived fo, that the 
moderator took no notice of the opinions of the English di. 
vines on the article. 

February 6. Steinius treated the fourth article of the Re. 
monftrants, maintaining, that the graceof GOD is irrefiftible. 

On the 7th of the fame month, the Remonftrants prefent. 
ed to the commiffioners a writing, contaiming, 1. A defence 
of the firft article of their do&rine, and a confutation of that 
of their adverfaries: 2. An explication of the ninth chapter 
af the epiftle to the Romans: 3. A difcourfe about repro- 
bation: 4. A larger explication of the fecond article, and 
the teflimonies of the Reformed concerning the fame article. 

February 7. The moderator acquainted the fynod, that the 
Remonftrants had prefented a large manufcript to the com. 
miflioners ; and it was agreed to put off that matter till 
the next Monday. 

February 8. Martinus of Bremen fent word to Poppius, 
a Remonftrant minifter, that he defired to fee him in the 
night ; and told him, that though he did not approve all 
the opinions of the Remonftrants, yet he thought they fhould 
be treated otherwife ; that ¢here were Jome diabolical things 
an the fynod, others that were divine; and others human; that 
many things might be reformed in religion, but it fhould be 
done cautioufly : that he was as great an enemy to the dot- 
{rine of reprobatton as the Remonftrants shemfelves; that be 
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THE SYNOD OF DORT. 103 
had not fubfcribed the opinion of Pi/cator, though he had 
been his colleague eleven years. Martenius complained of 
the ill ufage he had himfelf met wih, fince his arrival at 
Dort. He faid, he never had fo much troube any where 
elfe; that he was looked upon as a hypocrite, and a diffem- 
bler. He folemn!y declared, that he would never fpeak 
avainit his confcience, to pleafe any body. He [aid, he had 
frequently expreifed his affection for the Remonftrants, and 
that their caufe would not want defenders. It feems, added 
he, that the fates Lanter the foreign deputies, fince they 
fuffer that fo many minifters fhould be depofed, whilft the 
difpute is undecided in the fynod. 

February 8. The moderator prefented to the {fynod fome 
propofitions concerning the third and fourth artichesiGf the 
Remonftrants. 

Fetruary 11. Sebaftian Bekkius, a Sw2/s divine, examin- 
ed the fourth article, and endeavoured to confute the argu- 
ments of the Remonftrants, by which they undertook to 
prove that grace 1s not irrefiftible. 

The difcourfe of Betsius being over, the moderator dif- 
miffed the hearers. The doors were fhut; and the fynod 
examined what fhould be done with the large manuicript the 
Remonftrants had delivered to the commiffioners. 

The members were much divided in their judgment; moft 
of them agreed, that a committee fhould be appointed to ex- 
amine it, andto inform the aflembly wheiher it contained 
any thing new. 

The fame day they began to examine the third and fourth 
articles of the Remonftrants. 

February 13. The aflembly went on with that examina- 
tion. 

The 14th of the fame month, the Remonftrants prefent- 
ed to the commiffioners a larger explication of the third, 
fourth, and fifth articles. 

Fevruary 15. Ai/t-dius profeflor at Herborn, {poke again 
the third and fourch articles of the Remonftrants, difcourfing 
about refiftibl and irrefiitible grace. _ 

February 18. They read thisty-feven pages of the. manu- 
Icpipt. The 
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The fame day Gomarus,° atid fome other divines of the 
United Provinces, treated Martinus in ati unworthy than. © 
ner ; all the foreigners were offended at it: and Martins ¥ 
was ready to leave the fyniod. Balcanqual fays, that though 
a divine did not approve any of the five articles of the Re. 
monitrants, yet the Dutch minifters did not look upon him a 
orthodox, if he departed ever fo little from their expreffions, 

February 19. Fifty-feven pages of the manufcript wer 9 
read. | 

The fame day, the fynod was full of difcord. Balcanqual 
fays there was a defign to difgrace the divines of Bremep, 
Sibrand Lubbert and Scultet attacked Martznius, without any 
civility. Scultet faid, that fome men had a mind fo introduc 
the theology of the Fefuits into the Reformed churches, and 
to corrupt the youth. Martznius anfwered Scultet with great 
moderation. Croctus his colleague was altogether filent. 

Afterwards, Gomarus examined the third and fourth ar. 
ticles of the Remonftrants ; but, fays Balcangual, he dropped 
“fome expreffions againft the divines of Bremen, which 
** could only proceed from the mouth of amadman.” Mar. 
finius had faid, he would be glad to have this doubt refolv. 
ed: How can GOD require from man, whofe power is limit. 
ed, a fawng faith, which is an effed of unlimited power? 
He added, that neither Ca/vzn, nor any other Reformed di 
vine, had been able to untie that knot. CGomarus anf{wered, 
that the perjon who [poke fo, was not worthy to untie the latch- | 
ets of Calvin's fhoes; and that the difficulty he had propofed was 
fo inconfiderable, that a {chool-boy could refolve it. Thole 
words raifed the indignation of the afflembly, the more, be- 
caufe Martinius had faid nothing againft Gamarus. When 
Gomarus had made an end of his difcourfe, the bifhop of § 
Landaff told the moderator, “* That it was not the defign of 
“ the affembly to give any body an occafion of fhowing his 
“ love for quarrels. Wherefore he defired the bond of unity 
“ fhould be preferved.” Then Gomarus cried out : Moff re- 
werend lord bifhop, the fynod ought not to be governed by au- 
thority, but by reafon. I have a right to /peak for myfelf 
and nobody muft think he hall hinder me from doing it by hus 
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authority. The bifhop made no reply, and the moderator 
told that prelate ; that “ the celebrated dottor Gomarus had 
“ not {poke againft perfons, but againft their opinions; and 
“ confeguently, that he had faid nothing that deferved cen- 
“ fure.” It feemed, the moderator was in the plot againtft 
Martinius. The latter faid only, that he was forry to be thus 
rewarded for his long journey. 

Thyfius, profeflor at Harderwick, faid, he was forry, that 
Martinius fhould have been ill ufed for a word, which was 
true. Meantime Gomarus and Sedrand Lubbert pulled him 
by his cloak, and inveighed againit hun in a terrible manner. 
The whole aflembly was furprized at the patience of Croczus, 
Martinius’s colleague: he was altogether filent. . 

February 20. Sixty-three pages of the manufcript of the 
Remontftrants were read. 

The fame day, Dr. Mayer, a Swi/s divine, minifter of 
Bafil, faid, that the Remoniftrants had fetched Pelagius out 
ot hell, to place him in heaven; that they had taken the 
venerable duflin from heaven, to throw him into hell ; that 
Pelagius would be fent again into his place, and duflin would 
triumph in heaven. Then he diretied his fpeech to the 
commiffioners, to the fynod, the city of Dort, and the Re- 
monitrants, He often faid, that the fynod was a holy affem- 
bly; and every time he faid fo, he pulled off his velvet cap 
with profound refpett. He faid, the city ef Dort was very 
happy, becanfe the fynod had met in it. He called it the 
holy city, our mother, the heavenly city of Dort. 

February 21, Sixty pages of the large manufcript were 
read. 

February 22, Was another reading of feventy-five pages, 
which concerned the dogtrine of reprobation. 

The fame day the five profetfors of the United Provinces 
treated of the do€étrine of perfeverance ; and the reading of the 
large manulcript was ended, The divines of Bremen were 
refolved not only to return home, but alfo to publifh an 
apology, 1m which they would complain of the injurious 
words fpoken againft them. The foreigners acknowledged 
that thofe divines had. been ill ufed, and that Gomarus had 
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been wanting in refpeft to the bifhop of Landaff. The 
Englifh were defired to reconcile the deputies of Bremen and 
Scultet : which appeared no eafy thing; for thofe divines 
demanded a public fatisfa€tion, becaufe they had been pub. 
licly accufed of corrupting the youth. Martznius had ever 
fince abfented himfelf from the fynod ; and he and his col. 
Jeagues had complained to the commiffioners againit Goma: 
rus. The Englifh were refolved to defire the commiflioners 
to take cognizance of the affront put upon the bifhop of 
Landaf. Bal. angual defired the ambaflador to write to the 
prefident, and exhort him to keep peace in the affembly, 
That letter had a good effect: the moderator entreated the 
divines to make no more perfonal refleci:ons ; and fome pro- 
feflors of the United Provinces fhewed a great moderation, 
The drvines of Br:men were contented with a private fatis- 
fattion. -Scultet, Lubbert, and Gomarus, protefted that they 
had no ill opinion of thofe deputies, but looked upon,them 
as learned and pious divines. Martznius appeared again in 
the fynod. But he often wifhed he had never feen the town 
of Dort. He faid, it was the firft fynod at which he had 
affifted, and it would be the laft. He added, he had been 
informed, that if he perfifted in his obftinacy, care would 
be taken, that upon his return to Bremen nobody fhould go 
to his lectures of divinity : that fome had already writ againt 
him to the magiftrates of that city : that if his beft friends had 
hot interceded for him, he would have been brought into 
trouble, becaufe he could not approve every thing the lead- 
ers of the fynod required from him. ’Tis thought thofe 
threatenings made fome impreflion upon him : he had eleven 
children. _How many honeft divines have been reduced to 
the cruel neceffity of acting againft their conf{cience, for fear 
of flarving! 

February 25. The Remonftrants prefented to the com- 
miffioners the defence of their fecond article. 

Tfaac Frederic and Niel’ius, two of the Remonftrant mi- 
nifters, being informed that the magiftrates of Utrecht had 
deprived them of their benefices in their abfence, defired 
leave to go home. But the commiflioners would not grant 


their requeft, February 
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February 26. Fifty-fix pages of the defence of the fecond 
article were read. And, 

February 27, Fifty-three pages. 

The fame day the moderator faid, the fynod was come, 
by the grace of GOD, to the end of the difcuflion of the 
five articles. Trenchin, of Geneva, difcourfed about the 
perfeverance of the faithful, 

February 28. About filty-four pages of the defence of the 
fecond article were read. 

The fame day they difcourfed again about perfeverance, 

March 1. Vhey went on with the examination ot the fame 
doftrine in this feflion, and the next. 

March 4. Dominic Sapma, one of the Remonftrant mi- 
nifters, being informed that the magiitrates of [Jorn had or- 
dered his wite, who was big with child, to leave thé houfe 
belonging to the minifter, was fo grieved at it, that he re- 
folved to go to Horn, without leave from the commiffioners, 
to aflift his wife. But he was quickly recalled to Dort. 

March 5. A long memorial was read. 

The fame day the moderator faid, that the difcufion of 
the five articles was ended, except the tafk laid upon Dzodate 
by the fynod. That divine being indifpofed, Martznzus had 
been defired to make a difcourfe upon the perfon of Chrift, 
GOD and Man. 

March 6. One of the fecretaries, by the moderator’s or- 
der, began to read the opinions of the Engli/h divines about 
the five articles, Thole divines oppofed it; they faid, that 
the judgment of the deputies of every flate ought not to be 
read in a Clandefline manner; that it was far the honour of 
the fynod, to read their opinions publicly, and that every 
body ihould be allowed to hear them. For, faid they, the 
Remonftrants themfelves being convinced of the ftrength 
of our arguments, will perhaps give up fome of their opini- 
ons; and all the other hearers will be confirmed in the truth, 
being witnefles of the harmony which appears among fo 
many learned men of different countries. 

Thefe objections alarmed the moderator. | The foreigners 
were furprized that he fhould undertake a thing of fuch great 
lm portance 
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importance, without confulting the members of the fynod. 
“ We have taken great pains,” fays Ba/canqual, “ to thow 
“that we condemn all the opinions of the Remonftrants, 
‘“‘ that deferve to be rejected. But on the other hand, we 
‘** have taken care to condemn fome harfh expreflions of the 
** Contra-Remonftrants, efpecially about the doétrine of re- 
“‘ probation. We know that when they draw up their ca- 
““ nons, they will take no notice of our judgment, becaufe 
“ the Dutch divines will have a majority. Wherefore we 
“* have defired that the opinions fhould be read in the pre- 
“ fence of flrangers, that they might be witneffes of our 
“ fincerity.” 

When the affembly broke up, the moderator fent fecre- 
tary Damman to the Englifh divines, to defire them to fol- 
Jow his advice, of reading their judgment privately. Bal- 
cangual fays, that the fame thing was alfo defired of the 
athey foreign deputies. He concludes, that the advice of 
the moderator was /afer, and that of the Englifh more honour- 
able. And 

The fame day it was agreed, that the report of the opi- 
nions fhould he made without witneffes. The opinion of 
the Englifh and Palatine divines about the firft article were 
yead. The latter exhorted the clergy to preach feldom, and 
with great caution upon the dottrine of reprobaticn. 

In the following feffions, they went on with the report 
of the opinions of the foreign divines about the firft article. 
Then a report was made of the opinions of the members of 
the fynod, concerning the four other articles. The Englfh 
did not limit the extent of the efficacy of Chrift’s death. 
The divines of the Padutene fell out into a violent pafhon 
againft Dr. Ward, on account of fome thitigs he had faid 
about the fecond article. Balcanqual obferves, that next 
to Gemarus, thofe divines {poke moft magitfteriallg. 

In general the Engiifh {poke with moderation. The de- 
puties of Wetteravra faid, that the articles of the Remon- 
ftrants ** were vaft waves, which the devil made ufe of to 
* tofs the fea of the church.” The divines of Geneva af- 


firmed, that the Remonflrants “ undermined the foundations 
* of 
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« of falvation : that they brought back true popery; and fea-.. 
“ foned the old herefy of the Pelagians with @ new fauce.” 
The deputies of Bremen diftinguifhed themfelves by their mo- 
deration. Thofe of Embden thought fit to fay, that the doc- 
trine of the Remonftrants was “* a mixture of feveral here- 
“ fies, which had been formerly condemned in the perfon 
“ of Pelagius, and had been revived by the Socinians, the 
“ Papifts, the Anabaptifts, and the Free-Thinkers.” They 
concluded with thefe words of St. Paul: Would te COD 
that thofe who trouble you, were cut off. The Dutch divines 
declared, that the errors of the Remonftrants ought not to 
be tolerated. Thus, in the fame century, the Roman Ca- 
tholics of France faid, that the errors of the Reformed ought 
not to be tolerated. 

March 22. The moderator prefented to the affembly the 
firft draught of the canons upon the firft and fecond articles. 
But the Englifh, and fome deputies of South-Holland, op- 
pofed this ; faying a committee fhould be appointed to draw 
up the canons. ‘That affair was debated with great-heat. 

March 25. ‘The commiffioners thought, that fome foreign 
and Dutch divines fhould be joined to the moderator, and 
his affeflors, to form the decrees of the fynod. » The mem- 
bers were divided about it. Many of them defired that the 
moderator fhould draw up the canons. Jwuhdert fell into a 
paffion againft thofe who were of a contrary opinion; he 
faid, they deferved an ecclefialtical cenfure ; and that the fo- 
reign divines fhould not concern themfelves in that affair, 
fince they were not acquainted with the flate of the churches 
of the United Provinces. Probably there would have been 
fewer quarrels in the fynod, if Lubbert and @omarus had not 
been members of it; thofe two had a fit of madnefs by turns; 
and in this fefhon, Ludbert inveighed horribly againft the 
deputies of England. Dr. Davenant, who was a moderate 
man, Gefired he might be allowed to anfwer for himfelf and 
his colleagues ; but he could not obtain his requeft. At laft,’ 
it was refolved by ‘a majority of votes, that foine divines 
fhould be joined to the prefidenit, to draw ip the canons. 
The bifhop of Landaff, Scultet, and Diodat:, were nominated 
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among the foreigners; and among the natives, Po/yander, 
Walaus, and Tregland. All the members of the fynod were 
not pleafed with that choice. Baleanqual writ to the Eng- 
hifh ambaffador, that if his excellency did not give advice to 
thofe who were to draw up the canons, the fynod ran the 
hazard of being laughed at by every body; that the mode- 
rator, and the other Dutch divines, had no regard for the 
foreigners ; that they were refolved to infert in their canons 
all the fubtleties of their catechifm, and all the parucular 
notions of the divines of the United Provinces. 

The Remonttrants prefented another memorial to the 
States-General, the 26th of March. They defired leave to 
go home. The fame day, they writ a letter to the prince 
‘of Orange. Their requeft was denied. 


[To be continued.) Ce 134 


The Examination of TILENUS before the Triers; in order to 
his intended Settlement in the office of a public Preacher tm 
the Commonwealth of Eutopia. 


[Wrote by one who was prefent at the Synod of Dort.} 
[Continued from page 68. ] 
Mr. Efficax. Y refifting the Holy Ghoft there, Stephen's 


meaning is, that they oppoied the oucward 

mint/fry, which was authorized by the Holy Ghoft. 
Telenus. The words are plain, and are literally cleat 
againft you: but that this evafion may not ferve your tum, 
we find the Word and Spirit both together, Zech. vil. 12. Yet 
rt is faid, They hardened ther hearts like an adamant, and tt 
fifted both, Efa. \xiii. 10. But (2) men may, and do refit 
that power of divine grace, which doth ¢f-dual/y and even 
tually convert others ; yea, ‘a greater power, than that which 
doth it. Luke xi. 921 The-men of Nineveh fhall rof2 up m 
judgment with this generation, and fhall condemn at ; for they 
repented at the preaching of Fonah: and behold a wih 
than 
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than Jonah is here. And as much is implied in thofe other 
words of Chnift: Mat. xi. 21. Wo unto thee, Chorazin; we 
unto thee, Bethfatda: for tf the mighty works, which were 
done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would , 
have repented long ago tn jackcloth and afhes. Thofe hea- 
then cities would have been wrought upon, by thefe graci- 
ous difpenfations.; but you, to whom they are fo freely and 
earneitly adminiftered, refit them. And why fhould our 
Saviour work fo many miracles to their fenfes, to induce 
them to believe and be converted? Why fo much pains 
loft ? For (if that had been the way) that one fuperlative 
miracle, the zrrzffizble operation of internal grace, had fu- 
perfeded the neceflity of all others. 

Mr. Efficax. The apoltle faith, Jt is GOD, who work- 
eth in you, both 40 will and ta do, of his good pleafure. 
Phil. 11. 13. 

Tilenus. The apoftle doth not fay, that GOD doth this 
irrefiflibly; for, if he did, that would evacuate the force of 
his exhortation to the duty of working out our falvation ; 
for the enforcing whereof, that is rendered as the reafon. 
He {peaks not of the means or manner * of GOD’s work- 
ing : and that he works the adz/tty, I grant ; but not the very 
ati itfelf of our duty, (which if he did, it would be his a&, 
not ours, and fo‘not obedience, for he hath no fuperior) 
much lefs doth he work it zrrefftzbly. 

The truth is, it flandeth not with GOD’s wifdom; nei~ 
ther doth he ever ule to work upon the will of man after 
this manner, and that for three reafons. 

Dr. Dubious. I pray, let us hear them. 

Tilenus. Firk then, though (fpeaking of his abfolute 
power) GOD can neceflitate the will of man, (and fo we do 
not make him ftronger than GOD, as is: very weakly con- 
cluded by fome) yet he will not ; becaufe he will not violate 
that order, which he hath fet in our creation. He made 
man after his own image, invefted him with a reafonable 
foul, having the ufe of underitanding, and freedom of wili: 
he endowed him with a power to confider and deliberate, to 

‘ confult 


© See « Pet. i. 22. 1 Cor. xv. ro, 
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confult and choofe, and fo by confequence gave him domi, 
nion over himfelf, and his own attions; that, having made 
him lord of the whole world, he might not be a flave to 
himfelf, but firft exercife his fovereignty in the free poffed. 
fion of his own mind. To force his will, were to deftroy 
the nature of his creature, (which grace is not defigned to 
do, but only to heal and affiit it) and therefore GOD deals 
with man as a free agent, by initruttions and commands, by 
promifes and threatenings, by allurements and reproois, by 
rewards and punifhments. So true is the faying of that fa. 
ther, Nemo gnvitus ft bonus*. With this accords the fon 
of Syrack x Ecclef. xv. 14—17. GOD made man from the 
beginning, and left him in the hand of his own counfel. If 
thou wilt keep the commandments, and perform acceptable fatth. 
Fuinefs. He hath fet fire and water before thee : » fretch forth 
thy hand unto whether thou will. Before man is life and 
death, and whether him liketh Shall be given him.) 

Mr. Know-litile. That text is apocryphal, and therefore 
will not confirm a point of faith. 

Tilenus. My fecond reafon fhall confirm it, out of the 
authentic canon. GOD will have our faith and our re 
pentance, and his whole fervice, (wherein we engage our- 
felves) to be a work of our own choace ; as it is faid of Mary, 
She had chofen the good part. And hereupon our Saviour 
propounds the query, ohn v. 6. Wilt thou be made whole? 
And fo the prophet Jeremzak before him, Jer. xitt. and the 
fat: O Jerusalem, welt thou not be made clean? When fhall 
it once be? GOD doth not neceflitate or irrefiftibly deter- 
mine his people’s will; but only direéts, and conjures, and 
affifts them, to make she beft choice. Deut. xi. 26. Be- 
hold, I fet before you this day a bleffing and a curfe; and more 
fully, chap. xxx. ver. 15. See, I have fet before thee, this day, 


life and good, and death and evil; and ver. 19. I call hea ’ 


ven and earth to record this day againft you, that I have jet 
before you life and death, bleffing and curfing ; therefore chooft 
hfe. And this is rendered, as the reafon of man’s rejection, 


Prov. i. 29. Becaufe they did not choofe the fear of the Lord. 
Mr. 


* No one is good againft his will, 
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Mr. -Warrew-grace.>-By this reafon you make man to 
have /ree-aall. 

Tidehus. . Six, itis not I, but it was GOD, 
to have-it; and he, that denics all freedom of will to man, 
defetves no other argument.than a cudgel to confute him, 
Qur experience tells us, we have too much fnee-widl to de 
evil; and feripture teacheth us plainly, that we have liber~ 
1 Cor. vii... 96, 97.. And 
for the fervice of GOD, and things fpiritual, our Saviour 
Chrift faith, John vin. 96. Jf the: Son fhall make 
{and be doth fo, by the miniftry of his gofpel, ver. 32.) ye 
frall be free indeed; and fin fhall have no more dominion over 
you, (Unlefs ye yield yourfelves up to the power of it.) 
FJofrpa.was fo well allured hereai, that.he puts it to the peo- 
ple's, choice, o/h. xxiv. 15. (which implies their liberty) to 
ferye the Lord,.or other gods. Yourfe 
now, (out of the Phalepprans ) that 
will aa to do, 
fignify an ability) whereupon St. 


t! 1 ° 
that made hum 


ty in moral things, Numb. xxx. 19. 


s 
nm? 44 , 
YOU {hkl 


lf acknow ledged even 
GOD worketh in us to 
(which fignifies a liberty, elie it could not 
; Paul faith, Pheal. iv. 13: 
dsxvw 2 Lam able to do (or fuffer) all things, 

Mr., Narrow-grace. The apofile addeth in that place, 
through Chrift jirengthening me; for without Chrift we can 
do nothing.. John xv. 

Tilenus. Nothing fpiritual, that puts us into poffefion 
of heaven, or accompanies falvation. But obferve, it is not 
through Chrit forceng, but through Chnikt frengthening me. 
The grace and the ability is from Chrift; but itis our part 
and duty to attuate that ability, and co-operate with that 
grace; andtherefore it will be worth your notice to obferve, 


that what GOD promzfet hk to do himielf in one place, he. 


commands the very fame things to be dove by ws.in another; 
to intimate, that, although the power of ating be derived 
lf, as itis.a duty, depends 
upon.our co-operation. Thus, crcumcion of the heart is 
promifed, (as from GOD) Deut. xxx. 6. but commanded (as 
to-be «one by us) Deut. x. 16. Jer.iv. 4. A new heart and 
Spirit. promifed, Hack. xxxvi. 26; but commanded, Ezek, 
wii. gi*. J will GOD, promiled, Jer. xxxii. 38. 


'f but 


be your 


* See Ephef. iv. 23. 
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but commanded, Exod, xx. 3. And zf ye forfake him, he 
will caf? you off for ever, 1 Chron. xxviii. g. One heart and 
one way, promuifed, Jer. xxxii. 99; yet commanded, Ephef, 
iv. 3, 4- 1 Cor.i.10.. So Jer, xxxii. 40, it is promifed, J 
will put my fear in their hearts; yet, Prov. i. 29, they did 
not choofe the fear of the Lord. And it is evident, that 
GOD many times fulfilleth Azs promife, and performeth Ais 
part; when man altogether negletteth fzs part and duty, 
Ezek. xxiv. 13. Ihave purged thee, and thou waft not purg- 
ed. See Mat. xi. 21. Luke vii. go. 

Dr. Dubious. Enough of this: you promifed us a third 
teafon, why GOD doth not (as you pretend) work man’s 
converfion and faith, by a power of grace irrefiftible. 

Tilenus, Sir, it is this: becaufe he will not fave us, (I 
fpeak of the adult, who have the ufe of their faculties) but 
in a way of duty. Gen. iv. 7. If thou do well, fhalt thou 
not be accepted? Rom. il. 6, 7. To them, who, by patient 
continuance in well downg, feck for glory, and honour, and im- 
mortality: to them, and to them only, will he render e¢ernal 
life: and therefore he is faid to be the author of eternal fal- 
vation, only to them that obey him, Heb. v.g. Now obferve; 
that which is not wrought, but by the omnipotent impullfe, 
and irrefiftible operation of GOD, cannot be the duty ofa 
poor frail creature : what is a work of almzghtine/s in GOD, 
cannot. be a work of obedience in us. But repentance and 
amendment of life, &c. are required, as a duty, of us, and 
as part of our obedience, Jer. vil. 3, 5. Amend your ways, 
and make you a new heart, and a new /frrit, Ezek. xviii. 31. 

Mr. Know-little. By this dottrine, you make a man his 
own faviour. 

Tilenus.. If I do, fo it be in a way of /ubordinatzon to 
Chrilt, I fee no harm in it. St. Paul faith, Work out your 
falvation. Yea, St. Peter, exhorting to repentance, faith 
exprefly, Save yourfelves, AGts i1. 40. To our fafety, out 
own fedulity is required, accor ing to that trite faying, He 
that made thee without thyfelf, will never fave thee without 
thy felf. 

Dr. Dam-man. «1 fear, you do not agree with the doc- 
trine held forth by the divines at the fyned of Dort. 
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Tilenus. Their principles may be fummed up in thefe 
five articles following. 

1. “ That GOD by an abfolute decree hath eleéted to fal- 
“ vation a very little number of men, without any regard to 
“ their faith or obedience whatfoever, and fecluded from fav- 
“ing grace all the reft of mankind, and appointed them by 
“ the fame decree to eternal damnation, without any regard 
“ to their infidelity or impenitency. 

2. “ That Chrift Jefus hath not fuffered death for any 

“ other but for thofe ele& only ; having neither had any in- 
“ tent, nor commandreent of his Father to make fatisfaétion 
for the fins of the whole world. 
9. “ That by Adami’s fall his pofteriiy loft their free-will, 
“ being put to an unavoidable neceflity to do, or not to do, 
“ whatever they do or do not, whether it be good or evil ; 
* being thereunto predeftunated by the eterna! and effectual 
“ fecret decree of GOD. 

4. “ That GOD, to fave his ele&t from the corrupt mafs, 
* doth beget faith in them by a power equal to that whereby 
* he created the world; infomuch that fuch unto whom he 
“« gives that grace cannot rejeti it: and the reft, being repro- 
“ bate, cannot accept of it, though it be offered unto both, 
“‘ by the fame preaching and miniftry. 

5. “ That fuch as have once received that grace by faith, 
* can never fall from it finally or totally, notwithftanding 
“ the moft enormous fins they can commit.” 

Dr. Dam-man.. 1 confefs you have done the divines of 
that fynod no wrong; but what objeétion have you againft 
this doctrine ? 

Tilenus. I infift only upon this (and ’tis fo comprehen. 
five, I need mention no more) it doth not only evacuate the 
force and yirtue, but quite fruftrates the ufe of the miniftry 
of the word, and all other holy ordinances inflituted by 
Chrift, and commanded to be continued for the benefit of 
his church to the world’s end. 

Dr. Dubious. How can you make that appear ? 

Tilenus. The miniftry of the word is employed, either 
about the wicked or the godly; the wicked are of two forts, 
either 
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either infidels defpifing, or carnal perfons profefling the holy 
gofpe! : the godly too, we may confider under a two-fold 
eftate, either as remz/s and tepne, or, as difconfolate and 
tempted ; fo that the mimiftry of the word is defigned to a 
four-fold end, (in refpe& of man.) 

1. The conviction and conve thon of an unbelever. 

The corre¢hon and amendment of the carnal. 

3. The quickening and provocation of the lukewarm and 
froth ul. 

4. The comfort and con/olation of the affiGed and tempted. 

But that doctrine is fo far from being ferviceable to any of 
thefe four ends, that it is direétly repugnant to them all, and 
therefore not confonant to that holy {cripture, gzven by znfn- 
ration of GOD, which is profitable (for all thofe ends, as the 
apoltle faith, 2 Tim. ili. 16, 17,) for doGrine, for reproof, for 
correélion, for inffru€lion in righteou/ne/s, that the man of 
GOD (who ws a helper of the people’s joy, 2 Cor. i. 24) may 
be thoroughly furnifhed unto every good work. ‘That this may 
the more evidently appear, I defire you to makea pradical ate 
tempt of it. But TJ defire you to be true to your own princi- 
ples, and not to fhuffle, as ufuaily in your popular fermons, 
wherein the Ca/viizan principle in your dodfrine is always 
confuted by an drmenean application. Inthe mean while I 
am content to per/onate fucceflively thefe four forts of men; 
and for method fake, I pray addrefs your difcourfe ; firft, 
for the converfion of Tilenus Infidels. 

Dr. Adfolute. Moft gladly will we undertake this tafk, 
that we may convince you of the errors, in which we fee you 
are immerfed ; provided you do not alledge any other wea- 
fons to juftify your averfenefs to the chriflian faith, than 
what you clearly deduce from the dotirine of the Synod, and 
the divines thereof. To begin then, we will take it for 
gtanied that you acknowledge a Deity, and demand of you, 
What attributes this Deity is, according to your apprehen- 
fion, invefted with ? 

Tilenus Infidelis. The fchool of nature hath determined 
that queflion by fo many irrefragable arguments, that I am 
convinced, there is a fovereign power called GOD. And 
when 
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when I confider fuch charafters of wifdom and knowledge 
in the foul of man, fuch impreffions of truth and juftice upon 
his confcience, with fo great a variety of goodnefs in all 
creatures, I muft conclude, that GOD, the maker of all thefe, 
is an eternal being, infinitely wife, good, and juft. 1 be- 
lieve further, that this moft wife GOD, in communicating 
fo much goodnefs unto man, intended hereby to oblige him 
to pay (according to his ability,) fuch homage and fervice as 
is due to his fovereign excellency and bounty, and in per- 
formance hereof we may be confident to find proteétion and 
reward. 

Mr. Simulans. The GOD whom we profefs and wor- 
fhip, and he alone, is fuch a GOD, as you have defcribed ; 
but more merctf{ul ard gracious, infinitely, than you have 
been acquainted with, to whofe fervice therefore we moft 
earneftly invite you. 

Tilenus Infidels. 1 thank you for your kindnefs ; bat if 
you can produce no fairer glafs to reprefent the nature of 
your GOD, than the doétrine of that /ynod, I muft tell you, 
I fhall have no temptation at all to believe in him: for that 
doétrine is fo far from exalting the attributes of wz/dom, 
goodne/s and jufitce in him, that it doth in a high meafure 
impeach them all. 

Mr. Fatality. You will never be able to make that good. 

Tilenus Infidelis. 1 befeech you, hear me patiently. For 
his we/dom, firft; I conceive, that is extremely eclipfed, in 
that he hath made choice of no better means to advance his 
own honour, but hath flooped to fuch mean and unworthy 
defigns (to compafs that end) as all but ¢yrants and bankrupts 
would be afhamed of, 

Dr. Dubrous. How fo? 

Tilenus Infidelis. Your do&trine fuppofeth him to have 
made a peremptory decree, whereby his fubjeéts are neceffitated 
to trade with hell and /atan for_fin and damnation, to the end 
he may take advantage out of that commerce to raife an ins 
confiderable impoft, to augment the revenues of his own glory. 

Mr. Preterition. We have his own word for it. Mat. xx. 
"15: Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with my own ? 
Tilenus 
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Tilenus Infidelis. (1.) Your f{cripture does not affeét me. 
while I perfonate the znfidel: but (2.) We are not now ar- 
guing what GOD may do by his ad/olute power and raght of 
domznion, but what is agreeable to his infinite wifdom. And 
(3.) your text {peaks of a free difburfement of his favours; 
but our difcourfe proceeds upon appointing men to fin and 
punifhment. Now I hope you will not call fin GOD’s own, 
(though your doftrine concludes him to be the author of it;) 
and for punifhment, he is pleafed to call that, not his own, 
but a frange work. But if your GOD, for his mere plea/ure 
only, and to make demonftration of his ab/olute power, hath 
appointed to eternal to:ments, the greateft part of his nobleft 
creatures without any refpetl ta fin, as {ome of your /ynod 
maintain, not regarding his own image in them, what is this 
but to play the tyrant ? And where then is that znfinite goad. 
ae/s, which you profefs to be in your, and I expect to be in 
that GOD, whom | fear and honour? A righteous man re. 
gardeth the life of his beaft, Prov, xii. 10. yet his mercy is 
to be but a copy tranfcribed from that original in GOD; 
but if your GOD be of that temper, the righteous man may 
very well be a precedent of mercy unto him. 

Mr. Praterition. Indeed fome of the fynod maintain that 
vigid way: but the fynod itfelf determined otherwife, viz. 
That Almighty GOD, looking upon mankind as fallen in 
the loins of Adam, paffed over the greateft part of them, 
leaving them in that dap/ed e/tate, not affording them fufher 
ent grace for their recovery, ordaining finally to condemn 
them. 

Tilenus Infidelis. If for the fin of another man, (and 
that pardoned to him, that did wilfully commit it, but) im- 
puted to his poflerity, who never were in a capacity to con- 
fent unto it, or proteft againft it, your pretended GOD deals 
thus cruelly with them, depriving them for ever of his grace, 
which fhould enable them to repent, and fealing them up 
by an irrevocable decree, under an irrefiflible necefflity con- 
tinually to fin, and then to perifh everlaflingly for fo finning; 
where is that znfinite juflice, accompanied with that /uper- 
abundant mercy, you afirmed to be in him? I have heard, 
’ that 
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that the GOD whom chriftians adore, is fo znfinately merci- 
ful, that he will have all men to be faved, and none to perish; 
and not able to {wear by a greater, fwears by himfelf, that he 
willeth not the death of the finner, but that he may repent and — 
hve: that he protefteth the /ufficeency of his own applicati- 
ons, and bewaileth their wiltul obftimacy, and expoftulateth 
moft earneftly : What could have been done more that I have 
not done? O that there were fuch a heart in you! Why will 
ye die ? Indeed, there is fo much grace and {weetnefs in thefe 
expreffions, they would bring a poor wretch prefently upon 
his knees to fuch a GOD. + 
[Zo be continued.| . J’ ry, Vd 
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SERMON IIL 
On 1 JOHN ii. 8. 


For this purpofe was the Son of GOD manifefted, that he 
might deftroy the works of the devil. 


i. ANY eminent writers, heathen as well as chriftian, 

both in earlier and later ages, have employed their 
utmoft labour and art, in painting the beauty of virtue. And 
the fame pains they have taken, to defcribe, in the livelieft 
colours, the deformity of vice ; both of vice in general, and 
of thofe particular vices which were moft prevalent in their 
refpective ages and countries. With equal care they have 
placed in a ftrong light, the happinefs that attends virtue, 
and the mifery which ufually accompanies vice, and always 
follows it. And it may be acknowledged, that treatifes of 
this kind are not wholly without their ufe. Probably hereby 
fome, on the one hand, have been ftirred up, to defire and fol- 
low after virtue, and fome, on the other hand, checked in 
their career of vice: perhaps reclaimed from it, at leaft for 
afeafon. But the change effeéted in men by thefe means, is 
feldom either deep or univerfal. Much lefs is it durable : 
in a little fpace, it vanilhes away as the morning-cloud. 
Such 
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Such. motives are far too feeble to overcome the numberlef 
temptations that furround us. Ali that can be faid of the 
beauty and.advantages of virtue, and the deformity and ill 
effects of vice, cannot refift, ahd much lefs overcome and 
heal one irregular appetite or paffion. 


** All thefe fences, and their whole array, 
One cunning bofom-fin {weeps quite away.”’ 


2. There is therefore an abfolute neceffity, if ever we 
would conquer vice, or fteadily perfevere in the pra€tice of 
virtue, to have arms of a better kind than thefe. Other- 
wife we may /ee what is right; but we cannot attain it. 
Many of the men of reflexion among the very heathens, 
were deeply fenfible of this. The language of their heart 
was that of Medea: 


Video meliora, proboque ; 
Deteriora fequor: 
1 


How exaélly agreeing with the words of the apoftle, (per- 
fonating a man convinced of fin, but not yet conquering it) 
The good that I would, I do not; but the evil I would not, 
that I do. ‘The impotence of the human mind, even the 
Roman philofopher could difcover. ‘ There is in every man, 
fays he, this weaknefs; (he might have faid, this fore difs 
eafe,) Glona fAtis, athirfl for glory. Nature points out the 
difeafe ; but nature fhews us no remedy.” 

3. Nor is it ftrange, that though they fought for a res 
medy, yet they found none. For they fought it, where it 
never was, and never will be found, namely, in themfelves; 
in reafon; in philofophy: broken reeds! bubbles! fmokel 
They did not feek it in GOD, in whom alone it is poflible to 
find it. In GOD! no, they totally difclaim this ; and that 
in the ftrongeit terms. For although Cicero, one of theit 
oracles, once fiumbied upon that ftrange truth, Nemo unquam 
vir magnus fine afflatu divno furt; (there never was any 
great man, who was not divinely infpired :) yet in the very 
fame tratt he contradifts himfelf, and totally overthrows his 
ewn allertion, by afking, Quis pro virtute aut fapentia ara 
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tias dedit Deis unquam? Who ever returned thanks to GOD 
for his virtue or wifdom ? The Roman poét is (if poffible) 


more exprefs fill: who, after mentioning feveral outward 
bleflings, honeftly adds, 


Hac fatis eft orare Fovem, que donat et aufert : 
Det vitam, det opes: ALquum mi anmum apfe parabo. 


We afk of GOD, what he can give or take ; 


Life, wealth : but virtuous I myfelf will make. 


4. The beft of them either fought virtue partly from 
GOD, or partly from themfelves ; or fought it from thofe 
gods, who were indeed but devils, and fo not likely to make 
their votaries better than themfelves. So dim was the light 
of the wifeft of men, till Life and immortality were brought 
to light by the gc/pel ; tall the Son of GOD was manifefted to 
deftroy the works of the devil. 

But what are the works of the devil here mentioned ? How 
was the Son of GOD manifefted, to deitroy them? And, 
how, in what manner, and by what fteps, doth he a€tually 
defiroy them? Thefe three very important points we may 
confider in their order. 

I. And, firft, what thefe works of the devil are, we learn 
from the words preceding and following the text. We know 
that he was manifefted, te take away our fins, ver. 5. Whofo- 
ever abideth in him, finneth not ; whofoever finneth, feeth him 
not, nevther knoweth him, ver.6. He that committeth fin is of 
the devil ; for the devil finneth from the beginning. For this 
purpofe was the Son of GOD manifefted, that he might deftroy 
the works of the devil, ver. 8. Whefoever is born of GOD, 
doth not commit fin, ver. 9. From the whole of this it ap- 
pears, that ¢he works of the devil here fpoken of, are fin 
and the fruits of fin. 

2. But fince the wifdom of GOD has now diffipated the 
clouds which fo long covered the earth, and put an end to 
the childith conjeciures of men concerning thefe things, it 
Tay be of ufe, to take a more diftinét view of thefe works 


of the devil, fo fax as the oracles of GOD inftru& us. It is 
: O true, 
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true, the defign of the Holy Spirit was to afift our faith, 
not gratify our curity. And therefore the account he 
has giver in the firik chapters of Genefis, is exceeding fhort, 
Neverilieleis it is fo clear, that we may learn therefrom 
whatfoever it concerns us to know. 

3. To take the matter from the beginning, Te Lord COD, 
(literally Jehovah, the Gods; that is, One and three) cre- 
ated man in his own image : in his own natural image (as to 
his better part) that is, a Spirit, as GOD is a Spirit: endued 
with unxderftanding, which if net the eflence, feems to be 
the moitt ellential property of a fpirit. And probably the 
human fpirit, like the angelical, then difcerned truth by 
intuition. Hence he named every creature as foon as he 
faw it, according to its inmoft nature. Yet his knowledge 
was limited, as he was a creature: ignorance therefore was 
infeparable from him ; but error was not. It does not ap- 
pear that he was miltaken in any thing. But he was capable 
of miftaking, of being deceived, although not neceffitated 
to it, 

4. He was endued alfo with a wi//, with various affec- 
tions (which are only the will exerting itfelf various.ways) 
that he might love, defire, and delight in that which is good; 
otherwife his underflanding had been to no purpofe. He 
‘was likewife endued with dderty, a power of choofing what 
was good, and refufing what was not fo. Without this, 
both the will and the underftanding would have been ut- 
terly ulelefs. Indeed without liberty man had been fo 
far from being a frve-ag nt, that he could have been no 
agent atall. For every unfree being is purely paffive, not 
active in any degree. Have you a fword in your hand? 
Does a man ftronger than you feize your hand, and force 
you to wound athird perfon ? In this you are no agent, any 
more than the {word : the hand 1s as paifive as the fleel, So 
in every poffible cafe. He that is not free, is not an agent, 
but a paczent. ; 

5. It feems therefore, that every fpirit in the univerfe, 
as fuch, is endued with wsdrflanding, and in confequence 
with a will, and with a meafure of (erty; and that thefe 
three 
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three are infeparably united, in every intelligent nature. And 
obferve: Leberty neceffitated, or over-ruled, is really no h- 
berty at.all. It is a contradiétion in terms. It is the fame 
as unfree freedom: that is, downright nonfenfe. 

6. It may be further obferved (and it is an important ob- 
fervation) that where there is no liberty, there can be no 
moral good or evil, no virtue or vice. The fire warms 
us, yet it is not capable of virtue ; it burns us, yet this is 
no vice. There is no virtue, but where an intelligent being 
knows, loves and choofes what is good: nor is there any 
vice, but where fucha being knows, loves and choofes what 
is evil. | 

7. And GOD created man, not only in his natura/, but 
likewife in his own moral image. He created him not only 
in knowledg?, but alfo in righteoufnefs and true holinefs. As 
his underftanding was without biemifh, perfeét in its kind, fo 
were all his affections. They were all fet right, and duly ex- 
ercifed on their proper objeéts. 


J 


And as a free-agent, he 
Readily chofe whatever was good, according to the direétion 
of his underftanding. In fc doing he wes unfpeakably hap- 
py, dwelling in GOD and GOD in hin, having an uninter- 
rupted fellowfhip with the Father and the Son through the 
eternal Spirit; and the continual teftimony of his confei- 
ence, that all his ways were good and acceptable unto GOD. 

8. Yet this liberty (as was obferved before) neceffarily in- 
cluded a power of choofing or refufing either good or evil. 

Indeed it bas been doubted, whether man could then 
choofe evil, knowing it to be fuch. But it cannot be doubt- 
ed, he might miftake evil for good. He was not infallible ; 
therefore not impeccabie. And this unravels the whole dif- 
ficulty of the grand queftion, Unde malum? ‘“ How came 
evil into the -world?” It came from Lucefer, fon of the 
morning ; it was the work of the devil. For the dewtl, faith 
the apoRtle, fnneth: from the beginning : that is, was the 
firft fnner in the univerfe: the author of fin; the firft be- 
ing, who, by the abufe of his liberty, introduced evil into 
the creation. 


He, 
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He, “ of the firft, 
“ If not the firft archangel,” 


was felf-tempted to think too highly of himfelf. He freely 
yielded to the temptation, and gave way firft to pride, then 
to felf-will. He faid, I well fit upon the fides of the North: 
Twill be like the moft High. He did not fall alone : but {oon 
drew after him a third part of the Mars of heaven: in con- 
fequence of which, they loft their glory and happinefs, and 
were driven from their former habitation. 

9. Having great wrath, and perhaps envy at the happi- 
nefs of the creatures whom GOD had newly created, it is 
not ftrange, that he fhould defire and endeavour to deprive 
them of it. In order to this, he concealed himfelf in the 
ferpent, who was the mojt /ubtle, or intelligent, of all the 
brute creatures, and on that account, the leaft liable to raife 
efuficion, Indeed fome have (not improperly) fuppofed, 
that the ferpent was then endued with reafon and fpeech. 
Riad not Eve known he was fo, would fhe have admitted 
any parley with him ? Would fhe not have been frightened, 
rather than decetved, (as the apoftle obferves fhe was ?) To 
deceive her, fatan mingled truth with falfehood: Hath GOD 
Jad, ye may not eat of every tree of the garden? And foon 
after perfuaded her to difbelieve GOD, to fuppofe his threat- 
ening fhould not be fulfilled. She then lay open to the 
whole temptation ; to the defre of the ficfh ; for the tree was 
good for food: to the defire of the eyes ; for it was pleafant to 
the eyes: and to the pride of hfe; for it was to be defred to 
make one wife, and confequently honoured. So anbeliet 
begot pride. She thought herfelf wifer than GOD, capable 
of finding a better way to happinefs than GOD had taught 
her. It begot felf-will: fhe was determined to do her own 
will, not the will of him that made her. It begot foolifh 
defires, and compleated all by outward fin: She took the 
Jrut, and did eat. ; 

10. She then gave to her hufband, and he did eat. Andin 
that day, yea, that moment he died. The life of GOD was 


extinguifhed in his foul, The glory departed from him. 
He 
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He loft the whole moral image of GOD, righteoufnefs and 
true holinefs. He was unholy ; he was unhappy: he was 
full of fin, full of guilt and tormenting fears. Being broke 
off from GOD, and looking upon him now as an angry 
Judge, he was afraid. But how was his underftanding 
darkened, to think he could hede himfelf from the prefence of 
the Lord, among the trees of the garden? ‘Thus was his foul 
utterly dead to GOD! And in that day his body likewife be- 
gan to die : became obnoxious to weaknefs, ficknefs, pain : 
all preparatory to the death of the body, which naturally led 
to e‘ernal death. 

Il. Such are the works of the devil, fin and its fruits, con- 
fidered in their order and connexion. We are in the fecond 
place to confider, How the Son of GOD was manijefted, in 
order to def/troy them. 

1, He was manifefted as the only-begotten Son of GOD, 

in glory equal with the Father, to the inhabitants of heaven, 
before and at the foundation of the world. Thefe marning- 
fears Jang together, all thele fons of GOD fhouted for joy, 
when they heard him pronounce, det there be lght, and there 
was light ; when he /pread the North over the empty [pace, 
and firetched out the heavens like a curtain. Indeed it was the 
univerfal belief of the ancient church, that GOD the Fa- 
ther none hath feen, nor can fee: that from all eternity, he 
hath dwelt in light unapproachable : and it is only in and by 
the Son of his Love, that he hath at any time revealed him- 
felf to his creatures. 

2. How the Son of GOD was manifefted to our firft 
parents in paradife, it is not eafy to determine. It is gene- 
rally, and not improbably fuppofed, that he appeared to 
them in the form of a man, and converfed with them face 
to face. Not that I can at all believe the ingenious dream 
of Dr. Watts, concerning ‘ The glorious humanity of 
Chrift,” which he fuppofes to have exifted before the world 
began, and to have been endued with, I know not what, 
altonifhing powers. Nay, I look upon this, to be an ex- 
ceeding dangerous, yea, mifchievous hypothefis ; as it quite 
excludes the force of very many fcriptures, which have been — 
hitherto 
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god of this world had fpread over our hearts. And we then 
fee, not by a chain of reafoneng, but by a kind of antuzcion, 
by a direft view, that GOD was in Chrifl, reconciling the 
world to himfelf, not tmputing to them their former tre/paffrs, 
not imputing them to me. In that day we know that we are 
of GOD, children of GOD by faith: having redemptim 
through the blood of Chrift, even the forgivene/s of fins: veing 
juftified by faith, we have peace with GOD, through our Lord 
Jefus Chrift: that peace which enables us in every flate, 
therewith to be content ; which delivers us from all per. 
plexing doubts, from all tormenting fears ; and in particu. 
Jar from that fear of death, whereby we were all our lfc-time 
fubjeA to bondage. 

2. At the fame time the Son of GOD ftrikes at the root 
of chat grand work of the devil, pride; caufing the finner 
to humble himfelf before the Lord, to abhor himfelf as it 
were in duft and afhes. He ftrikes at the root of felf-will, 
enabling the humbled finner to fay in all things, No¢ as I 
will, but as thou wilt. He deflroys love of the world, de- 
livering them that believe in him, from every foolifh and 
hurtful defire; from the defre of the flefh, the defire of the 
eyes, and the pride of life. He faves them from feeking any, 
or expecting to find, happinefs in any creature. As fatan 


turned the heart of man, from the Creator to the creature ;, 


fo the Son of GOD turns his heart back again, from the 
creature to the Creator. Thus it is, by manifefting himfelf, 
he deftroys the works of the devil, reftoring the guilty outcatt 
from GOD to his favour, to pardon and peace ; the finner in 
whom dwelleth no good thing, to love and holinefs ; the but- 
dened, miferable finner, to joy un{peakable, to real, fubftan- 
tial happinefs. 

3. But it may be obferved, that the Son of GOD does 
not deftroy the whole work of the devil in man, as long 2s 
he remains in this life. He does not yet deftroy bodily 
weaknefs, ficknefs, pain, and a thoufand infirmities incident 
to flefh and blood. He does not deftroy all that weaknels 
of underflanding which is the natural confequence of the 
foul’s dwelling in a corruptible body: fo that ftill 
Humanum 
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Humanum eft errare & nefcire ; 


«Both ignorance and error belong to humanity,” He en- 
trufts us with only an exceeding {mall fhare of knowledge in 
our prefent ftate, left our knowledge fhould interfere with 
our humility, and we fhould again affeét to be as gods. It 
is to remove from us all temptation to pride, and.all thought 
of independency, (which is the very thing that men in gene- 
ral ‘fo earneftly covet, under the name of /ederty) that he 
leaves us encompaffed with all thefe infirmities, particularly 
weaknefs of underftanding, till the fentence takes place, 
Duft thou art, and unto duft thou fhalt return! 

4. Then error, pain, and all bodily infirmities ceafe : all 
thefe are deflroyed by death. And death itfelf, the la/? enemy 
of man, fhall be defiroyed at the refurrection. The mo- 
ment that we hear the voice of the archangel and the trump 
ef GOD, Then fhall be fulfilled the faying that ws written, 
Death 1s [wallowed up in vitiory. This corruptible body fhall 
put on incorruption; this mortal body Shall put on ammorta- 
ity: and the Son of GOD, manifefted in the clouds of 
heaven, fhall deftroy this laft work of the devil. 

5. Here then we fee in the cleareft, ftrongeit light, what 
is real religion: a reftoration of man, by him that bruifes the 
ferpent’s head, to all that the old ferpent deprived him of : 
a refloration not only to the favour, but likewife to the image 
of GOD ; implying not barely deliverance from fin, but the 
being filled with the fulnefs of GOD. It is plain, if we 
attend to the preceding confiderations, that nothing fhort of 
this is Chriftian Religion, Every thing elfe, whether nega- 
live or external, is utterly wide of the mark. But what a 
paradox is this! How little is it underftood in the chriftian 
world! yea, or this enlightened age, wherein it is takep for 
granted, the world is wifer than ever it was from the begin- 
ning. Among all our difcoveries, who has difcovered this ? 
How few, either among the learned or unlearned? And yet, 
if we believe the bible, who can deny it ? ‘Who can doubt 
of it? It runs through the bible, from the beginning to the 
end, in one conneéied chain. . And the agreement of every 
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part of it with every other, is properly the analogy of faith! 
Beware of taking. any thing elle, or any thing lefs than this 
for religion. Not any thing elfe: do not imagine an ew, 
ward form, a round of duties, both in public and private, is 
religion. Do not fuppofe, that honetty, juftice, and what. | 
ever is called morali/y, (though excellent in its place) is reli. | 
gion. And leaft of all, dream that orthodoxy, right opinion, 
(vulgarly called fazth) is religion. Of all religious dreams, 
this is the vaineil, which takes hay and itubble for gold tried 































in the fire! 
6. O do not take any thing lefs than this for the religion I 
of Jefus Chrift! Do not take any part of it for the whole! 
What GOD hath joined together, put not afunder. Take 
no lefs for his religion, than the faith that worketh by love; 
all inward and outward holinefs. Be not content with 
any religion which does not imply the deflruétion of all 
the works of the devil, that is, of all fin. We know, & 
weaknefs of underftanding, and a thoufand infirmities will & 
remain, while this corruptible body remains. But fin need 
not remain : this is that work of the devil, eminently fo call- 
ed, which the Son of GOD was manifeited to deftroy in this 
prefent life. He is able, he is willing to deftroy it now, in 
all that believe in him. Only be not ftraitened in your own 
bowels! Do not diftruft his power or his love! Put his pro- 
mife to the proof! He hath fpoken: and is he not ready 
likewife to perform ? Only come boldly to the throne of grace, 
trufting in his mere mercy: and you fhall find, He /.veth 
to the uttermoft all thofe that come to GOD through him! 
January 20, 1781. 
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Of the right METHOD of meeting Crassts and BANDS, 
in the Methodi/t-Socteties. 3 
[ By the late Mr. Charles Perronet.] : 


[* general, the method proper for meeting the one is pro- | 


per for meeting the other. 
The 
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The particular defign of the C/affes is, 

To know who continue members of the fociety ; 

To infpe& their outward walking ; 

To inguire into their inward fate ; 

To learn, what are their uials ? And how they fall by, or 
conquer them ? 

To inftru& the ignorant in the firft principles of religion: 
if need be, to repeat, explain, or enforce, what has been 
faid in pubtic preaching. ' 

To ftir them up to believe, love, obey; and to check 
the firft {park of offence or difcord. 

The particular defign of the Bands is, 

To inquire, whether they now believe ? Now enjoy the 
life of GOD ? Whether they grow herein, or decay? If 
they decay, what is the caufe ? And what the cure? 

Whether they aim at being wholly devoted to GOD; or 
would keep fomething back ? 

Whether they fee GOD’s hand in all that befals them’? 
And how they bear what he lays upon them ? 

Whether they take up their crofs daily ? Refift the bent 
of nature ? Oppofe felf-love in all its hidden forms, and dif- 
cover it through all its difguifes ? 

Whether they humble themfelves in every thing? Axe 
willing to be blamed and defpifed for well-doing ? Account 
it the greateft honour, that Chrift appoints them to walk 
with himfelf, in the paths that are peculiarly Azs own ? To 
examine clofely, whether they are willing to drink of A?s 
cup, and to be baptized with Ais bapti/m ? 

Whether they can cordially love thofe that defpitefully 
ufe them ? Juftify the ways of GOD in thus dealing with 
them ? And im all they fuffer, feek the deftru@ion of inward 
idolatry, of pride, felf-will and impatience ? 

How they conquer felf-will, in its fpiritual forms ? See 
through all its difguifes, feeking itfelf, when it pretends to 
feek nothing but the glory of GOD? 

Whether they are fimple, open, free, and without referve 
in fpeaking ? And fee it their duty and privilege fo to be? 

To inquire concerning prayer, the an{wers to prayer, faith 
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in Chrift, diftru& of themfelves, confcioufnefs of their nwn 
vilenefs and nothingnets : 

How they improve their talents? What zeal they have 
for doing guod, in all they do, or fuffer, or receive from 
GOD? Whether they live eéove it, making Chrift their all, 
and offering up to GOD nothing for acceptance, but his 
life ana death ? 

Whether they have a clear, full, abiding conviétion, that 
without inward, complete, univerfal holinefs, no man fhall 
fee the Lord? That Chrift was facrficed for us, that we 
might be a whole burnt-facrifice to GOD; and that the 
having received the Lord Jefus Chri { will profit us nothing, 
unlefs we ileadily and uniformly walk in him? 


C. P. 


I earneftly exhort al] leaders of Claffes and Bands, feri- 
oufly to confider the preceding obfervauions, and to put 
them in €xecution with all the underitanding and courage 
that GOD has given them. 

J. W. 
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A fhort account of the life and death of WiLL1AM ADAMS, 
a youth of Virginia. 


[Continued from page 92. | 


N Tuefday, the 16th, he took an emetic medicine, 
which made him very fick; fo that he fat up litte 
that day. * He feemed much concerned on account of his 
yourfger brothers and fiflers, who were flill in an unconvert- 
ed flate. And it grieved him fo much the more, to fee, 
that al] the endeavours, employed hitherto for their refor- 
mation, feemed fruitlefs and of no effeét. 
On Wednefday he ftill feemed to retain his ufual com- 
polure of mind ; and, I have reafon to believe, was very 
earneft with the Lord in private. He rode out a little ; 


but in the afternoon, was much out of order, There being 
a prayél 
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a prayer-meeting in the evening in the neighbourhood, he 
was fo much out of order, that he felt a ftruggle in his own 
mind, whether it would be prudent for him to go or not. 
But after paufing awhile, he faid, it may be the laft time. 
So he went, to the joy of his brethren, who recerved him 
gladly. He begun with—* Come, Lord, and help me to 
rejoice’ —after he and feveral others had prayed, he gave 
an exhortation, in which he begged of all that knew the 
pardoning love of GOD, not to reft, nor ceafe crying to 
GOD, ull they knew he had bleft them with that love 
that cafts out all tear that hath torment; that they might 
be enabled to rejoice evermore ; to pray without ceafing ; 
and in every thing to give thanks; affuring them, both from 
the word of GOD, and his own experience, that this was 
the will of GOD concerning them. He then warned the 
finners, then prefent, (as he had often done before,) to flee 
from the wrath to come, which he aflured them was every 
moment hanging over their heads, while they were out of 
the ark of fafety, O how often would he plead with them 
at fuch times, to efcape for their lives! afluring them, that 
the arms of the bleeding Jefus were extended to all return- 
ing finners; and that although their fins were as fcarlet, 
he would make them as wool; or though they were 
red like crimfoa, he would make them as fnow. He then 
concluded and came home, apparently in much peace of 
foul, but much affli€ted in body, 

On Thurfday, the 18th, he went to prayer with the fa- 
mily ; but was not able to fit up much; and faid’ but little. 
His diforder now feemed to increafe. Therefore, in pati- 
ence, he waited before the Lord, defiring that he. would do 
with him, as feemed good in his godly wifdom ; praying to 
live or die, as was molt agreeable to his will, but to live 
or die in him, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
“ Father, glorify thy name”—£ftill feemed to be the breath- 
ing of his foul. 

On Sunday, the aift, he came down ftairs, and fung 
and) prayed with the family, with a confiderable degree of 
warmth, intending in the evening to preach at the preach- 


ing-houfe ; 
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ing-houfe; ‘but was not able to give his attendance. At 
night, feveral of his friends came to fee him; to fome of 
whom he teftified, that for the Jaft fix months, he had en- 
yoyed more of the hfe of GOD in his foul, than he could 
exprefs with his lips. 

On Monday, the ged, and Tuefday, the 23d, his difor. 
er ftill increafed. Talking with one of his fifters, he rela- 
ted to her fome fore confliéts of foul he had, fince his illnefs. 
But the Lord fo bruifed fatan under his feet, as not to fuf. 
fer him to give place to that accufer of the brethren, no, 
not for a moment. 

On Wednefday, the 24, he talked but little. The clafs 
meeting at night, feveral of the friends afked him, how he 
was ; he replied, he was poorly in body ; but bleffed GOD, 
that he felt the fulnefs of his love in his foul. 

On Thurfday, the 25th, he was confined entirely to his 
bed. One of the friends converfing with him on the good- 
nefs of GOD, he faid, I truft, I fhall be more than 
conqueror through Jefus, He dropped feveral expreffions 
at different times in the day, to the fame purpofe. Being 
very ill all night, he faid in the morning, I thought I fhould 
have died; and, IJ truft, if 1 had, angels would have con- 
veyed my foul away. 

On Friday, the 26th, he faid but little, anlefs when fpo- 
ken to; but frequently groaned, faying, O my Lord! 

On Sunday, the 28th, in the morning, he put up his 
hands, and blefled GOD for bringing him to fee the light 
of another day ; and continued for feveral minutes praying 
to-and blefling GOD. Ai little after, appearing to havea 
moft awful fenfe of GOD's dread majefty, he repeated thefe 
words: “ The tall, the wife, the reverend head, mutt lie 
as low as ours.” At night, many of his chriftian friends, 
with whom he had often had {weet communion, came to fee 


him, as they frequently did during his ficknefs. He knew 


them perfeéily well; holding out his trembling hand to them 
all; rejoicing to fee them once more in the land of the liv- 
ing. One of them faid, I hope you are not afraid to die, 
He anfwered, “ No; blefled be GOD! if I know any thing 
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of my heart, I am not. I truft ere long to be gathered in- 
to Abraham's bofom.” 

On Tuefday, the goth, in the morning he returned 
thanks for his prefervation the night pait ; and afked his filler 
to go to prayers with him; fhe gave out: 





“ Corruption, earth, and worms, 
Shall but refine this flefh; 

Till my triumphant fpirit comes, 
To put it on a-frefh,” &c. 


He fang aloud and with great devotion: and while fhe was 
praying bv him, as his ufual manner was, trequently cried, 
Amen! with atone and folemnity, that befpoke the hap- 
py flate of his foul, which appeared ripened tor its laft re- 
move: gafping, panting, and longing to be loft in that 
eternity of love, which Chrift has purchafed for his peo- 
ple with his own moft precious blood. His mother afked 
him, if he was not very 2//? He replied, I don’t feel much 
mifery ; for it feems as if the Lord bore all for me. 
Surely, O GOD, thy word faileth not; for of a truth, 
thou didit make his bed in the time of his afflition; and 
as thou didft afflict with one hand, thou didft comfort and 
fupport with the other. Soon after, he looked up in_ his 
filter’s face, (who was fitting by him) and faid to her, “ filter 
help me to fing.” She told him, fhe was afraid it would 
hurt his throat, which was very bad during his whole fick- 
nels, This circumftance made it appear fo much the more 
admirable, to hear him {peak, pray, and fing as he did; 
for although it feemed the greateft difficulty at times, for him 
to {wallow a drop of water, yet he would difcourfe of the 
things of GOD frequently with much eafe. And even 
when light-headed, his difcourfe was chiefly about having. 
his clothes and horfe got, that he might go out to preach ; 
and he would often be for rifing up in his bed to be gone ; 
but as foon as fpoken to, he would lie down again, and afk, 
if he had faid or done any thing wrong ; being afraid left 
he thould cffend GOD ignorantly, After lying ftill awhile, 
as though in meditation, he began again, and fung: 
*“ I can 
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“I can no more from GOD depart, 
When I can fin no more,” &c. 


At night he gave an affeétionate exhortation, which cau: 
fed thofe that fat by to weep; he then repeated : “ For our 
light affliction, which is but fora moment, worketh for us 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; while 
we look not at the things that are feen; but at the things 
that are not feen; for the things which are feen are tem. 
poral, but the things that are not feen are eternal.” 

On Wednefday, December 1ft, after praying in his bed, 
as if in family-prayer, he faid, I thought I was out of doors; 
and fuch a light fhone around me, and I felt fo happy, that 
I thought the Lord was going to take me away that moment, 
At night he fung, “ Afhamed, I figh and inly mourn, that 
I fo late to thee did turn.” Then he added, I cannot tell 
half the happinefs I have had, fince I have been lying here. 

On Thurfday, he feemed confiderably worfe, and fighed 
as if he knew what he had to go through; but faid with 
great compofure of mind, I do not mind it: 1 know that I 
love Jefus : 


* Jefus the name, that charms our fears, 
That bids our forrows ceafe, 

°Tis mufic in the finners ears ; 
"Tis life, and healih, and peace.” 


On Friday his feet were cold, and he appeared to have all 
the fymptoms of death upon him. The family ftanding 
around him, expeéting every breath to be his laft, his father 
afked him, if they fhould go to prayers with him, which 
was always a pleafing thing to him. _ Four or five then pray- 
ed; and though they expeéted him to take his everlafting 
flight from this vale of tears and mifery, before they role 
from their knees, yet he continued to fay, Amen, to their 
prayers to the laft. One that had been fitting up with him, 
came to take her leave of him. He did not forget to in- 
quire if fhe knew, that GOD for Chrift’s fake had blotted 


eut her fins ? She told him, the hoped fo. He exhorted 
her 


~~. 
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her not to deceive her foul, but to cry to GOD, till fhe 
knew it. A negro-man of his father’s came to take his leave 
of him, whom he believed to be feeking the kingdom of 
heaven. When he was afked, if he knewhim? He faid, 
yes ; and I truft I fhall know him in Abraham’s bofom. His 
fifter then afked him, if he believed he was dying ? He told 
her, he did not know. She afked him, if he had a greater 
defire to live, than to die? He told her, that he was fo 
happy at times, that he thought he had rather die; but de- 
fired that the will of GOD might be done. He then added, 
are you willing to part with me ? His mother faid, yes; I 
tru, GOD will make us willing. His little brother flood 
by, crying. He looked at him, and faid, I don’t know but 
you may be the next that will follow me; and you are not 
prepared ; therefore pray to GOD; fay, Lord have mercy 
upon me, a poor young ftripling ; fave me from lightnefs 
and laughter here ; and bring me io reign with thee in glo. 
ry, through Jefus Chrift our Lord! His filter faid, 1 hope 
my dear, you fee now, that you have not followed a cun- 
ningly devifed fable ? He faid, ** yes, I fee it: but the devil 
would once have perfuaded me, that I had deceived myfeli ; 
but fince then, I have been fo happy, that all the devils in 
hell could not make me doubt.” 

Silter B i coming to his bed-fide, faid, I truft, my 
dear, you are going to your promifed reft, He faid, yes ; 
glory be to GOD! and do you make hafte, and live to 
GOD: for the widow and the fatherlefs fhall not be forgot- 
ten before the Moft High. Obferving a young woman fit 
weeping, he fixed his eyes upon her ; and when fhe was 
called to the bed-fide to him, he faid, don’t be frightened ; 
but feek that faith that fweetly works by love, and purifies 
the heart, His father afked him, if he knew him? He faid, 
yes; and putting his arms around his neck, kiffed him, and 
faid, live near to GOD. He alfo kiffed his mother, and faid, 
farewell, mamma ; ere long we fhall meet, to part no more. 
For fome time he lay fill; they could fee his lips move, 
but could not underftand much he faid, he {poke fo broken 
and inward. Sometimes (I am informed) he faid, ** come, 
Lord;” fometimes,  wclcomz;” at other times, “ hallelujah !” 
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which fome took for huzza. But all that I have talked with, 
that were prefent, (and there were many) allow that the fo. 1 
lemn pleafing fcene exceeded any thing of the kind they ever & 
faw ; and that they could not poffibly have had any toler. 
ble idea of it by any defcription that could have been drayy te 
by the pen of man. Ail prefent, I believe, were much a. 
fetted; and I believe, finners, as well as faints, formed many 
refolutions to feek GOD more earneftly than ever. Hea 
laft in his perfeét fenfes, with his foul raifed to GOD ig 
praifes, rather than prayer, which his looks and geflure 
fhewed, refigned his foul up to GOD, without a figh or 
groan, on the third day of December, in the year 1779 ; be. 
ing twenty years, four months and ten days old ; having 
experienced the love of GOD about three years and nine 
months, and having travelled, preaching the gofpel of Chrif, 
about eight months. a | 
I mutt here confefs to thofe who may ever fee thefe few 
lines, that I have given them but a faint defcription of th 
perfor here fpoken of ; for as he was taken away from us fo 
young, he did not leave us any account in writing of the 
dealings of GOD with his foul. And though there was ne. 
ver a day during his ficknefs but his behaviour and words 
“were very admirable; yet as there was no minute made @ 
them, till directly after his death, many things had efcaped 
the memory of thofe prefent; or they had but fuch a faint 
remembrance of them, that they could not relate them with 
fufficient accuracy for the public view. Certainly the judg 
ments of GOD are a great deep—What I do, thou knowel 
not now, but thou {halt know hereafter, faid the bleffed Je 
fus to his difciples. Ol! what a youth, to be taken awey 
in the flower of his life, and juft as he began to be extel- 
fively ufeful in the vineyard of Chrift. But we know that 
GOD cannot be at a lofs for inflruments to bring about his 
Jorious defigns. He can raife up, and fend by whom be 
will fend. Therefore we may fay, that our lofs 1s our bro 
ther’s gain. 
But permit me, my friends, to afk you, what improve 
ment fhould be made of GOD’s removing this burning 4 
fhining light from amongft us ? Surely we ought not to be 
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1 with, © deaf to the calls of GOD ; and efpecially when they are 
the fo. HE «intended fo immediately for our good. All that were ac- 
y ever i } = quainted with him ought to remember his life and conver- 
tolera. ip fation among us. O let me call upon ycu to follow him, 
drawn Me as he followed Jefus Chrift! Let us call to mind his meek- 
ich af Monel of fpirit, his zeal, his love unfeignedto GOD, and to 
1 many all mankind, but efpecially the houfehold of faith: Alfo his 
He diligence in ufing the means of grace; in private and pub- 
OD in lic prayer; in fearching and hearing the word of GOD; 
eflures and, to the laft, in {peaking that word himfelf; willing by 
figh or i day or night, to ufe every prudential method to get a more 
9; be ie refined communion with GOD by faith in Chrift. Far from 
having | refling in means, knowledge, gifts, paft or prefent attain- 
d a ents; he was daily flriving to go forwardyiowards the 
Chrif, mark. ey 

‘The Lord make us chriftians indeed, in whom there is 
fe fev no guile, that our path may fhine more and more to the 
of the Me. Perfect day; that when we come to lay down our heads, 
m oe it may be with joy, and not with grief; that, haying finifh- 
of the ed our courfe and kept the faith, we may be prepared to fee 
was It. the unclouded face of our Immanuel ; to praife GOD andthe 
ell Lamb, while eternity rolls around. J conclude with farther 
rade of Me Praying, that we may all live the life of the righteous, then 


efcapel hall we die his death, and our laft end fhall be like his, 
Even fo, Lorp Jesus! Amen. 


a faint 
m with 
1e J ’ r 
cnowe 
fe Ie Poetry. | 
1 awey ; 
extell- TS or sees Ge 
ow that Pfal. Ixxiii, 25, | 
out his None upon earth I defire befides thee. | 
hom be | 
ur bro OW tedious and taftelefs the hours, 
When Jefus no longer I fee; 
nrovee Sweet profpeéts, {weet birds, and {weet flowers, 
ng and. Have all loft their fweetnefs with me: 
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The midfummer fun fhines but dim, 
The fields ftrive in vain to look gay ; i 

But when I am happy in him, 

December’s as pleafant as May. 











His name yields the richeft perfume, 
And {weeter than mufic his voice ; 
His prefence difperfes my gloom, 
And makes all within me rejoice : 
I fhould, were he always thus nigh, 
Have nothing to-wifh or to fear ; 
No mortal fo happy as I, 
My fummer would laft ail the year. 


Content with beholding his face, 
My all to his pleafure refign’d, 
No changes of feafon or place 
Would make any change in my mind : 
While blefs’d with a fenfe of his love, 
A palace a toy would appear ; 
And prifons would palaces prove, 
If Jefus would dweil with me there. 


Dear Lord, if indeed I am thine, 

If thou art my fun and my fong ; 
Say, why do I languith and pine, 

» why are my winters fo long ? 

O drive thefe dark clouds from my fky, 

Thy foul-cheering prefence reftore ; 
Or take me unto thee on high, 

Where winter and clouds are no more. 


EE a 


On the MESSENGERS of GOD. 


Scripture teft—to tell, and try 


The Mefiengers of the Mof Bigh— 
66 * Servanis 
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«: Servants of all”—are thefe on earth, 
Yet fons of GOD, by heavenly birth /* 
Godlike in temper, a¢i, and word, 
Meek imitators of their Lord; t 

Who feek not pleafure, profit, praife, 
Which vanith with terreftrial days ; 
But “ honour coming from above,’ 
Boundlefs as heaven’s eternal love ! 

* Lord, make me fruitful,” is their cry, 
“ To prove my miffion from the fky, 
“ O give me children—elfe I die !” 

Nor labour fuch for fouls—in vain : 
While faithful—fruitful they remain ; 
Weeping, with zeal through crowds they roam! 
Shouting, with fheaves fly bounding home ! 
Withing the world to heaven would come ! 
Expeéting that millennial day ¢ 
When earth, like heaven, thall GOD obey! 
Nor “ run they as uncertainly,” 

Each know from ftricteft fcrutiny, 
By heart-felt joys, and what they fee, 
**J AM hath fent unworthy me,” 





James 11. 21. Was not Abraham our father juftified by works, 








when' he had offered Ifaac his fon upon the altar? 


HE father of the faithful feed 
His faith by his obedience prov’d; 
Abraham was juftified indeed, 
When offering up his befl belov'd ; 
He fhew’d the grace before receiv’d, 


And perfeétly in GOD believ’d, 


Accepted fr? through faith alone, 

His pardon unconfirm'd he held; 
But rend’ring back his only fon, 

He felt the precious promife feal’d, 


Fele 


@ John iii. 3. + Mat. xi. 29. } Ifa, Ixvi. 23. 
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Felt in his heart and f{pirit pure 
The peace wrevocably fure. 


Before he facrific’d his child, 
Accounted juft through faith he liv’d, 
By caufelefs mercy reconcil’d 
Forgivenefs without works receiv'd : 
But when he res'lutely obey’d, 
Through works he then was righteous made, 
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On the laf JUDGMENT, 


UT now the mantling flames in concourfe join, 
And, deep defcending, feize the burning mine ; 

Its richeft treafures aid the mounting blaze, 
"twas all confufion, tumult, and amaze. 
When, lo! acloud juft opening on the view, 
Hilum’d with dazzling light th’ ethereal blue ! 
On its broad breaft a mighty angel came, 
His eyes were lightning, and his robes a flame, 
O’er all his form the circling glories run, 
And his face lighten’d as the blazing fun ; 
His limbs with heav’n’s aereal vefture glow, 
And o’er his head was hung the fweeping bow. 
As thines the bright’ning fteel’s refulgent gleam, 
When the {mooth blade reflefts the {parkling beam, 
Tts light with quicken’d glance the eye furveys, 
Green, gold, and vermil, trembling as it plays : 
So flam’d his wings along th’ ethereal road, 
And earth’s long fhores refounded as he trod. 
Sublime he tow’r’d, keen terror arm’d his eyes, 
And gra{p'd his redd’ning bolt that rends the tkies ; 
One foot ftood firmly on th’ extended plain, 
Secure, and one repell’d the bounding main: 
He théok his arm—the lightnings burft away, 
Through heav’n’s dark concave gleam’d the paly ray, 
Roar'd the loud bolt tremendous through the gloom, 
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And peals on peals prepare th’ impending doom. 


Then to his lips a mighty trump apply’d, 





fe (The flames were Cc -as'd, the mutt ring thunders died) 
Be While all the revolving firmaments rebound, 

p He rais’d his voice, and labour’d in the found ; 

tee Thefe dreadful words he {poke :- 


“ Be dark, thou fun! in one eternal night, 
And ceafe, thou moon! torule with paler light ; 
Ye planets! drop from thele diffolving fkies, 

Rend, all ye tombs! and all ye dead, arile! 

Ye winds! be ftill ; ye tempefts! rave no more ; 

| And roll, thou deep! thy millions to the fhore ; 

ai Earth! be diffolv’d, with all thefe worlds on high, 
; And time be loft in vaft eternity. 

: 8 Now, by creation’s dread, tremendous Sire, 

of Who {weeps thefe ftars, as atoms, in his ire ; 

By heaven’s omnipotent, unconquer’d King ; 

By Him who rides the rapid whirlwind’s wing ; 
Who reigns fupreme in his auguft abode, 

Forms, or confounds, with one commanding nod ; 
Who wraps in black’ning clouds his awful brow, 
Whole glance, like lightning, looks all nature through 3 
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iy 
4 


by 


i By him I {wear !”—/he paus’d and bow’d his head, 
Aq Then rais’d aloft his flaming hand, and faid :) 

: *“ Attend, ye faints! who, in feraphic lays, 

4 Exalt his name, but tremble while ye praife : 

4 Ye hofts! that bow to your almighty Lord, 


Hear, all his works! th’ irrevocable word— 
Thy reign, O man! and, earth! thy days are o’er 3 
I {wear by HIM, that time fhall be no more.” 
| { He fpoke, (all nature groan’d a loud reply) 
Then took the fun and tore him from the fky. 


EE 


A sicx Sout. Mat. ix. 19. 


y, : HYSICIAN of my fin-fick foul, 


To thee I bring my cafe ; 
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My raging malady controul , 
And heal me by thy grace. Se 

















Pity the anguifh I endure, By 
See how I mourn and pine ; Ps 
For never can I hope a cure 
From any hand but thine. 


I would difclofe my whole complaint, 
But where fhall I begin ? 
No words of mine can fully paint 


That worft diftemper, fin, 


It lies not in a fingle part, 
But through my frame is fpread ; 
A burning fever in my heart, 


A palfy in my head. 


It makes me deaf, and dumb, and blind, 
And impotent and lame ; 

And overclouds and fills my mind, 
With folly, fear, and thame. 


Lord, I am fick, regard my cry, 
And fet my fpirit free ; 

Say, canft theu let a finner die, 
Who longs to live to thee ? 


> 2S > O<S > 6K 


On the NATURE of FREE GRAcE, and the CLAIM 0 







Merit for the performance of good WORKS. 
[ By Dr. Byron. ] 
RACE to be fure is in the laft degree 


The gft of GOD, divinely pure and free: 
Not bought, or paid for, merited, or claim’d, 


By any works of ours that can be nam’d. 






What 
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What claim or merit, or withal to pay, 
Could creatures have before creating day : 
Gift of exiftence, is the gracious one, 


Which all the reft muft needs depend upon. 


All boafting then of merit, all pretence 
Of claim from GOD, in a deferving fenfe, 
Is in one word excluded by St. Pau/, 
Whate’er thou haft, thou haft receiv'd it all, 


But fure the w/e of any gracious pow’rs, 
Freely beftow’d, may properly be ours; 
Right application being ours to chufe, 

Or if we will be fo abfurd, refufe. 


In this refpe& what need to controvert 
The fober fenfe of merit, or defert? 
Works, it is faid, will have, and is it hard 
To fay, deferve, or merit, their reward ? 


Grace is the real faving gift ; but then, 
Good works are profitable unto men : 
GOD wants them not ; but if our neighbours do, 
Flowing from grace, they prove it to be true. 


When human words afcribe to human fpirit, 
Worthy, unworthy, merit, or demerit ; 
Why fhould difputes forbid the terms a place, 
Which are not meant to derogate from grace. 


All comes from GOD, who gave us firft to live, 
And all fucceeding grace; ’tis ours to give 
To GOD alone, the Glory; and to Man, 
Empower'd by him, to do what good we can. 


— PPPPP- HP LEECE 


Will ye alfo go away? John vi. 67—6g. 


Ww any turn from Zion’s way, 


(Alas! what numbers do ') 


T Mathinks 
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Methinks I hear my Saviour fay, 
“ Wilt thou forfake me too?” 






Ah, Lord! with fuch a heart as mine, 
Unlefs thou hold me fatt ; 4 
I feel I muft, I thall decline, + 
And prove like them at laft. 1 































Yet thou alone haft pow’r, I know, 
To fave a wretch like me ; 

To whom, or whither, could I go, 
If I fhould turn from thee ? 





Beyond a doubt I reft affur’d 
Thou art the Chrift of GOD: 
Who haft eternal life fecur’d 
By promife and by blood. 


The help of men and angels join’d 
Could never reach my cafe : 
Nor can I hope relief to find, 
But in thy boundlefs grace. 


No voice but thine can give me reft, 
And bid my fears depart ; 
No love but thine can make me blefs’d, 


And fatisfy my heart. 


What anguifh has that queflion ftirr’d, 
If I will alfo go? 

Yet, Lord, relying on thy word, 

I humbly anfwer, No! 
















Written by Sir RicHARD BLACKMORE, on his Lady. 


ERE lies a faithful follow’r of her Lord, 


Who with a feraph’s flame her GOD ador’d ; 
O 
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Of friends, of daughters, and of wives the bef, 
In all the charms of focial graces deft: 

Candor, difcretion, elegance refin’d, 

Mixt with a dove-like innocence of mind. 
Kindnefs upon her heart was deep impreft, 

But injuries there were never known to reft, 

And kindle to revenge her gen’rous breaft. 

The ftreams that from the facred fountain flow’d 
She drank ; to thefe her heav’nly life fhe ow’d ; 
And ftill the drinks them in the realms on high, 
Where ampler draughts her endlefs thirft fupply. 
Hence her whole life ran free from ev’ry ftain, 
Hence with divineft {kill fhe could explain 

Her faith’s and hope’s foundations. Thou art gone, 
My lovely mate! to the celeftial throne, 

And heav’n’s unbounded joys: foon fhall this houfe 
Of clay diffolve, and then, my pious fpoufe, 

Thy partner on glad wings fhall take his flight, 
And join his dear Marza in the world of light, 


Rete 
A TRANSLATION ¢f a Latin EPITAPH, 
Written by Sir Richard BLACKMORE, on himflf, 


HILE the free fpirit tow’rs into the fkies, 
Here void of life, the mould’ring body lies ; 

But when the Prince of heav’n, the Judge of all, 
Returning, vifits this terreftrial ball ; 
I fhall revive (may not my hopes be vain !) 
And with him everlafting blifs obtain. 
And thou, long partner of my life, but now 
The longer partner of my grave below, 
Faft fleeping by my fide, with me hall rife, 
When the archangel’s trumpet fhakes the tkies ; 
And in the ardours of feraphic love, 


We both fhall fcale the blifsful feats above: 


And 
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And whi'e we teach the heav’nly towers to ring 
With loud hofannas to our Saviour—King ; 

And while new anthems, and. harmonious verfe, 
The Father’s boundlefs mercies fhall rehearfe, | 
Eternal glories from the GOD fhall fhine, : 
Attraét, ailimilate, exalt, refine, :% 
And fill our fouls with extacies divine. , 





‘A PENITENTIAL SOLILOQUY. 


[By Dr. Byron.] 


HAT though no objeéts ftrike upon the fight ! 
Thy facred prefence is an znward light ! 
What though no founds fhould penetrate the ear ! 
To liftening thought the voice of truth is clear! 
Sincere devotion needs no outward fhrine ; 
The centre of an humble foul is thine! 








There may I worfhip ! there may’ft thou ever place 
Thy feat of mercy, and thy throne of grace ! 
Yea, fix, if Chrift my advocate appear, 
The dread tribunal of thy juftice there! 
Let each vain thought, let each impure defire, 
Meet, in thy wrath, with a confuming fire. 


Whilft the kind rigours of a nghteous doom 
All deadly filth of /e/A/h pride confume, 
Thou, Lord, canft raife, though punifhing for fin, 
The joys of peaceful penitence within. 

Thy juftice and thy mercy both are {weet, 

That make our /uf’rings and /alvation meet. 














Befal me then whatever GOD hhall pleafe! 
His wounds are healing, and his pains give eafe ; 
He,- like a true phyfician of the foul, 

Applies the med’cine that will make it whole, 
Ili do, Vi! /uffer, whatfoe’er he will; 
J jee ius aim through every tranfient il, 
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’Tis to infufe a /alwary grief, 
To fit the mind for abfolute relief : 
That purg’d from every fal/e and fimte love, 
Dead to the world, alive to things above, 
The foul may rife as into firft form’d youth, 
And worlnip GOD in frit and in truth, 


ae ge eam 


SHORT HYMNS. 


Rom. xv. 2. Let every one of us pleafe his nerghbour, for his 


good, to edifwation. 


nine cn eben olism 
SO exh St ie 


~: 


IMING at the nobleft end, 
Would I learn the art to pleafe, 
‘ Yield to all, and condefcend, 
Sacrifice my time and eafe ; 
Caft my own defires behind, 
Live the fervant of mankind, 


Heb. xii. 21. Make you perfe in every good work, to doe 
his will, working in you that which 1s well-pleafing in his 
Sight, through Fefus Chrift; to whom be glory for ever 


and ever, amen. 


MIGHT our every work and word 
Ewprefs the tempers of our Lord, 
The nature of our Head above! 
His Spirit fend into our hearts, 
Engraving on our inward parts 
The living law of holieft love: 
Then fhall we do with pure delight 
Whate’er is pleafing in thy fight, 
As velfels of thy richelt grace ; 
And having thy whole counfel done, 
To thee, and thy co-equal Son, 
Afcribe the everlafting praife. 
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James ii. 26. For as the body without the foul is dead, fo : 
Jaith without works is dead alfo. 


S when the a€tive foul is fled, 
A fenfelefs lump the body lies, 
The faith which did from GOD proceed, 
If fep’rated from works it dies, 
A carcafe without hfe or power, 
A faith extin@ is faith no more. 


Faith without works is not the true, 
The living principle of grace, 
The virtue which can all things do, 
Works univerfal righteoufnefs ; 
And gains, when all its toils are paft, 
The promife of pure love at lait. 


Know this, ye infidels in heart, 
Who boafl your barren faith in vain, ; 
Who dare the facred word pervert ; 
The carcafe dead is not the man: 
Or if ye did true life receive, 
Ye ceas'd at once to work and live, 


Dreamers of your falvation fure, 
Awaking unto righteoufnefs, : 
Your Antznomian faith abjure, 
Your groundlefs hope, and hellith peace 3 
Arife, and wafh away your fins: 
And then the work of faith begins! 





